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KABUL. Afghanistan- 

With the United States 
preoccupied by the 
insurgency in Iraq, 
Afghan and Western 
officials here are 
warning that 

rebellious warlords 
and a rise in crime are 
threatening the 

security of the country 
and could undermine 
efforts to hold national 


higher education. "The 
government must 
show more resolve, 
more determination 
and act more 
decisively." Without 
security, Fayez said, it 
is unlikely that people 
will feel motivated to 
vote in September. 
January was a deadly 
month in Kabul. A 
suicide bomber drove 


skyrocketed - to as 
much as $10,000 a 
month - in a country 
where the average 
income is less than $75 
a month. 

Flush with cash, Kabul 
has attracted a growing 
number of burglars and 
robbers. Chicken 

Street, a tourist 
destination for many 
Westerners, closes as 



elections in the fall. 
The violence still 
plaguing the country 
almost three years 
after coalition forces 
toppled the hard-line 
Taliban regime 

illustrates the kinds of 
problems that the 
United State could 
face in Iraq even if it 
subdues the current 
insurgency and 

transfers power in 
June. 

Kabul, is considered 
the most stable city in 
the country and a 
bastion of pro- 

Western democratic 
reforms. A force of 
international 
peacekeepers is in the 
capital and will 

| prevent it from 

[descending into chaos, 
j most officials agree. 

But even that control 
is tenuous; militias 
associated with 

warlords are a 
growing presence, 
particularly in Kabul's 
i western suburbs. 
Soldiers with the 
international security 
force in Kabul 
regularly find heavy 

weapons and 

ammunition hidden 
throughout the city. 


into a security patrol 
killing one British 
soldier and injuring 
several others. A few 
days later, two people 
were killed and 
numerous injured by 
another suicide 

bomber. 

"These attacks are a 
shock to the system in 


Kabul, 


especially 


politically," said Nick 


To date, they have 
destroyed more than 
200,000 anti-tank 
weapons, guided 
missiles, mines and 
other explosives. 

And resistance 

continues. Two military 
helicopters belonging 
to the' international 
security forces were 
fired upon just 12 
miles outside of the 
city. No injuries were 
[ reported and no 
suspects arrested. 

Last month, two 
rocket-propelled 
grenades were found 
pointed toward 

downtown targets. 
"These incidents must 
vanish," said Sharif 
Fayez, the minister of 


Downie, project 

coordinator for 

Afghanistan NGO 
Security Offices. "The 
expectation was Kabul 
was not in a war. This 
was thought to be a 
protected area." 

Areas just outside 

Kabul are opposed to 
the central 

government, which 
makes it unsafe to 

travel even short 

distances, especially at 
night. Letters 

threatening the 

international 
community are 

roLuiiely found in 
Logar Province, a 

former Taliban 

stronghold, less than 
an hour outside Kabul. 
"In Bosnia, we knew 
who the enemy was," 
said Captain Mike 
Mailloux, 34, a 

member of 

international security 
forces in Kabul who 
served in the Balkan 
wars. "Here it is 
everybody. They don't 
have a line dividing 
one group from 
another. It's all mixed 
up. You don't know 
who the enemy is." 

Most of the 
international aid has 
gone toward rebuilding 
Kabul. Countless new 
businesses have 
cropped up, including 
Internet cafes, pizza 
restaurants and blue 
jean outlets that cater 
to-western journalists, 
aid workers and 
embassy personnel. 
Rents have 


soon as the sun sets, 
as do many other 
business districts that 
used to stay open late. 

A poorly paid police 
force - wages average 
about $50 a month - 
lacks the motivation to 
crack down on crime.' 
Demonstrations by 
officers for higher pay 
are common. Many 
police remain employed 
by warlords. Those who 
are assigned to work in 
the provinces are often 
rejected by the 
regional warlord and 
sent back to Kabul. 

"You can have no 


loyalty 

money,’ 


without 

Haron 


Asefi, director general 
of police. "The 
economy here is very 
poor. The people want 
money to eat. If the 
economy improves, the 
security issues go 
down. If not, the 
problems will 

increase." 

In west Kabul, 
residents regularly 
report being robbed by 
troops of the former 
fundamentalist 
Mujahedeen leader 
Abdul Rabb al-Rasul 
Sayyaf, whose 

headquarters in 

Paghman Province are 
less . than an hour 
outside Kabul. 

Car mechanic Sayad 
Zaher, 28, a resident of 
west Kabul, said a police 
officer occupied his 
house last month and 
refused to leave until he 
paid $1,000. They 
bargained down to $300. 
"Herat is better than 
Kabul," Zaher said 
referring to the western 
city controlled by 
powerful warlord 

Ishmael Khan. "The rule 
there is strong. The 
police can't rob you, 
beat you. The shops are 
open late. There is 
peace, real peace. The 
peace in Kabul city is 
not real." 


KANDAHAR, 
Afghanistan (Reuters) 

Remnants of ousted 
Taliban have killed a 
top intelligence chief 
and captured three 
districts near the 
border with Pakistan, a 
spokesman for the 
Islamic militia said. 
Taliban fighters killed 
Ahmadullah, 
intelligence chief of 
Uruzgan province, and 
were planning to step 
up attacks on 
government officials 
and the U.S. military, 
said the Taliban 
spokesman, Abdul Latif 
Hakimi. 

The Taliban have 
declared a "jihad," or 
holy war, against 
foreign and 

government troops and 
aid organizations. 
Since August last year, 
more than 600 people 
have been killed in 


violence, much of it 
blamed on the Taliban. 
Ahmadullah was 

captured on Thursday 
with two of his 
bodyguards near his 
home village of Tirin 
Kot, about 220 miles 
southwest of Kabul. 

"We killed him and his 
bodyguards after he 
refused to cooperate 
with us," Hakimi said. 
"We will not hand over 
their bodies until 
Uruzgan authorities 
hand over the body of 
Taliban who they killed 
recently." 

Uruzgan officials were 
not immediately 

available for comment, 
but have confirmed the 
Taliban kidnapped 
Ahmadullah. 

Once a bastion of 
Taliban power until 
U.S.-led forces ousted 
the fundamentalist 
group in late 2001, 
Uruzgan has seen a 


Government Begins New Hunt 


KABUL, Afghanistan - 
Hundreds of Afghan 
and American soldiers 
are engaged in a new 
hunt for Osama bin 
Laden and other terror 
suspects in a 
mountainous region 
bordering Pakistan, the 
military said. 

The operation began in 
Spera, a border district 
in Khost province, 90 
miles south of Kabul, A 
military commander 
Zakim Khan said. No 
arrests or clashes were 
reported. 

The 700 troops, 
including 100 American 
soldiers . backed by 
U.S. helicopters, 

blocked off a potential 
escape route for 
militants who could be 
hiding on the Pakistani 

side of the frontier, 
Khan said. 

"We have reports that 
this was a route used 
by both Taliban and al- 
Qaida," Khan said. "I 
don't know how many 
came and went here, 
but now they have one 
option less." . 

Khan, the commander 
of the 822nd border 
battalion, said that 
caves in the region 
were used during the 
war against Soviet 
occupation in the 
1980s. 

"I'm very optimistic 
we'll find something 
because the main road 
is covered with 
checkpoints," he said. 
The area is across 
from Pakistan's 

Waziristan tribal 

region, long considered 
a possible hide-out for 
bin Laden and al-Qaida 
No. 2, Ayman al- 
Zawahri. 

U.S. military 

spokesman Lt. Col. 


Matthew Beevers 
would not comment on 
any operations 

involving the 13,500 
U.S.-led coalition in the 
country, saying it could 
jeopardize their 

success. 

American officers have 
said they are confident 
that bin Laden, Taliban 
leader Mullah Omar 
and rebel Afghan 
warlord Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar will be 
caught, but backed off 
previous forecasts that 
it would be this year. 

In Pakistan, the 

government has given 
tribesmen in the 
Shawal border area 
until April 20 to hand 
over al-Qaida suspects 
or face a fierce 
crackdown. 

Senior Pakistani 

officials initially thought 
they had al-Zawahri 
surrounded during a 
March operation in 
South Waziristan that 
saw 160 militants 
arrested and 63 killed. 
Some 50 Pakistani 
troops also died, as 
well as a dozen 
civilians. 

The U.S. military has 
said it saw no increase 
in militants' 

movements along the 
border during that 
operation, but that it 
expects Pakistan to 
keep up the pressure. 
Beevers said they were 
ready to execute what 
commanders have 
called a "hammer-and- 
anvil" approach, 

crushing insurgents 
with orchestrated 
operations on both 
sides of the frontier. 
"We're positioned and 
poised to take care of 
those guys if they leak 
across," he said. 


spate of attacks 
recently. 

Hakimi also said 
Taliban fighters had 
seized three districts in 
remote Paktika 

province near the 
Pakistan border, but a 
police chief in the area 
denied the Taliban 
were in control. 

"We managed to take 
the districts with the 
help of local officials. 
There was no fighting," 
said Hakimi. 

Paktika's police chief, 
Mohammad Rahim Ali 
Khel, called Hakimi's 
statement a "lie." It was 
not possible to 

immediately verify who 
held power in the 
districts. 

Hakimi said Taliban 
guerrillas would step 
up attacks on 

government officials 
and nearly 15,500 
U.S.-led soldiers in the 
country. 


9 Soccer 
Players 
Missing in 
Italy 

VERONA, Italy - 
Nine members of the 
national soccer team are 
missing after leaving the 
squad's hotel, though 
police said it was 
unclear if the players 
were attempting to 
defect. 

Afghanistan was 

scheduled to face 
Verona in a friendly 
benefit match Tuesday, 
part of a tour marking 
the team's first 
appearance in Europe in 
20 years. 

A team official notified 
police that the players 
were missing from their 
hotel in Peschiera, just 
outside Verona, police 
spokesman Luigi 

Altamura said. He added 
that Italian border police 
had been alerted of the 
development. 

Altamura said the 
players were carrying 
visas that enabled them 
to enter Italy, although a 
team official was holding 
on to all of the players'! 
other documents, 

including their passports. 
The match with Verona 
will still be played after a 
few players living in 
Germany were called in to 
replace the missing team 
members. 

"I'm very angry about what 
has happened, if they 
return they will not play, 
that is certain," the coach 
Mir Ali Asger Akbarzola 
told the ANSA news 
agency. "I'm sorry 
because it's been 20 
years that our national 
team has not played in 
Europe and soccer helps 
give hope to our entire 
nation." 

The national team, a 
collection of players drawn 
mostly from a fledgling 
Kabul local league, was 
eliminated in November 
from 2006 World Cup 
qualifying. 

Proceeds from the match 
will go to help with the 
construction of an 
orphanage and two - 
medical aid centers in 
Afghanistan. 


"Our prime target 
would be to get rid of 
the governors and 
other provincial 

officials. We have 
forces in most of the 
provinces and will 
intensify our operations 
in coming days and 
also give a lesson to 
the coalition forces." 

U.S. military 

spokesman Lt. Col. 
Matt Beevers said 

Taliban remnants and 
their militant allies such 
as al Qaeda posed a 
threat, but foreign 

forces would curb their 
activity. 

Up to one third of the 
country, mostly in the 
south and east, is 
effectively off-limits to 
foreign aid workers 

because of the security 
threat, which is of 

increasing concern as 
the country heads 
toward elections in 
September. 


Fugitive 

warlord 

Urges 

uprising 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan - 

Afghan warlord Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, one ‘ of 
America's most-wanted 
men, has urged his 
compatriots to rise up 
against the U.S.-led 
coalition. 

In a statement obtained 
by The Associated Press, 
Hekmatyar calls for an 
Afghan uprising in a 
competitive spirit with 
Iraq. He welcomed the 
uprising by supporters of 
the Shiite cleric Muqtada 
al-Sadr, who have been 
battling U.S. forces in 
Iraq. 

Afghans "like Iraqi 
mujahedeen, will choose 
the way of uprising 
against the occupiers," 
said the statement, 
translated by the AP. 
Hekmatyar heads Hezb- 
e-lslami, an Islamic 
guerrilla faction th^t 
fought invading So^et 

forces in the 1980s. He 
has reportedly joined 
forces with the Taliban 
against the U.S.-backed 
government of President 
Karzai. 

"Everyone believed that... 
Afghans would be ahead 
of Iraqis in starting a 
popular uprising to evict 
the foreign occupiers," the 
statement said. 

The statement was 
released to AP by a 
Hekmatyar aide who 
visited Peshawar in 
northern Pakistan, some 
30 miles east of the 
Afghan border. 

It was not clear when or 
where the statement was 
made, and its authenticity 
could not immediately be 
confirmed. It was signed 
"Hekmatyar, Afghanistan." 
Hekmatyar has issued 
numerous calls to fight 
against U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan. He is 
believed hiding in 
Afghanistan since leaving 
Iran in 2002. 
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Factional Fighting 
Spreads in the Country 


landmark elections. 
According to the United 
Nations, one person was 
killed and 10 others 
wounded when gunfire 
broke out during a 
protest rally in 
northwestern Faryab 
province. 

The rally in Maymana, 
the capital of Faryab 
province 260 miles 
northwest of 
"turned ugly." said U N 
spokesman Manoel de 
Almeida e Silva "There 
was indeed some 
shooting." 

He said four more people 
were injured in a clash 
between rock-throwing 
supporters and opponents 
of Abdul Rashid Dostum, 
.a powerful northern 
warlord. 

The U.N figures were the 
first confirmation of 
casualties in the province, 
which the government 
says was temporarily 
overrun by troops and 
supporters of Dostum. 
Karzai has vowed to 
reinstate the governor 
appointed, who fled an 
angry crowd outside his 
residence. The provincial 
military commander also 
was driven out after 
many of his soldiers 
apparently turned 

against him. 

Both officials say they 
were targeted because 
of their loyalty to Karzai 
rather than Dostum, who 
has maintained strong 
political influence and a 
private army in the 
region since helping rout 


AMSTERDAM 
(Reuters) - 
Two Dutch Apache 
combat helicopters 
were fired on 
during a mission 
above Kabul, the 
Kabul, Dutch Defense 


KABUL, Afghanistan try to lure troops into a Afghamstan-Pakistan border 

(CNN) - tra P re 9 l0n 

As U S forces beef ud Within about 20 minutes. In recent weeks the United 

^ they came under small-arms States has been beefing up 
patrols in tne country, f )re anc | rocket-propelled its forces in the country, with 
about 60 members of grenade attack 2,000 Marines being 

an elite Army unit "One of the things that we deployed to bolster the 
were ambushed twice learned is that moving in to 11,000 troops already there 
in less than 24 hours that location with an The U S military has been 

last week. [improvised explosive planning a spring offensive 

None of the soldiers were device], it's potentially a across south and east of the 
wounded, but it marked the baited ambush," Chung country called Operation 
most significant contact said Mountain Storm, 

with hostile forces .since The attackers eventually fled U S officials have said that 
the members of B back to Pakistan ground troops and aircraft 

Company, 1st Battalion, |n the second incident, the are expected to move into 
501st Parachute Infantry troops came under fire as southeastern border region 
Regiment, arrived late last they were returning to their with Pakistan in the next 
year forward operating base An few weeks 

"Our guys are definitely a airstrike was called in As the weather warms and 

lot more focused now. The region where the the snow melts, Taliban and 
being the first major fighting took place is in the al Qaeda fighters are 
contact we've had," said vicinity of Khowst, about 90 becoming more active, with 
Capt Jon Chung, the miles southeast of Kabul U S troops reporting an 
company commander "It’s It is also near the Waziristan increase in firefights and 
definitely real now." province of Pakistan, where rocket attacks on their 

About 60 members of the the Pakistani government bases 
unit were on a four-day recently launched an The 1st Battalion, 501st 
patrol along the offensive against suspected Parachute Infantry 

Afghanistan-Pakistan Taliban and al Qaeda Regiment, based at Fort 

border when the ambushes fighters Richardson, Alaska, was 

took place U S authorities have said deployed to Afghanistan in 

In the first incident, Chung they believe Osama bin October 
said, an improvised Laden and his top deputies It marked the first combat 
explosive device or are hiding somewhere along deployment for the regiment 
roadside bomb went off to the mountainous since the Vietnam War 
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